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	What is the general topic area for the research? Why is it important for disabled people? Why is it relevant to do this research now? Does it relate to any recent developments or policies?

	DISABILITIES AND POVERTY
According to all experiences met by persons with disabilities and their families, it would be most important for them & for their representatives to make a research about how disabilities produce poverty and how poverty is one of the main “highways” leading to poverty (e.g. unemployment, housing, lack of aids, non-access to health systems, chronic diseases by way of slums, etc.)

	What is the research question? It is usually helpful to write the ‘big question’ and then to break this down into 3 or 4 smaller questions.

	IT IS A DOUBLE-SIDED QUESTION (2 QUESTIONS IN ONE):

How disability leads to poverty?

How poverty surely produces disabilities by way of chronic diseases, lack of assistance, living in inappropriate housings?

The direct consequence of any disability situation is a combination between:

· Dependency, disability (in its direct and true inability understanding…), discrimination.

· Question of the income of those who have no access to a job or, having a limited access, are underpaid compared to non-disabled persons.

· Poverty causes a series of chronic illnesses/diseases by way of bad housing and living of the families in slums (e.g. “Lead” disease in France: 85 000 families recognized as victims, with high risk of cancers, autism, locomotor/intellectual disabilities…)

· This should be envisaged according to the “Canadian” Disability-production-process (personal risks/environmental risks…) which influenced the new WHO International Classification of Functioning)

· A discriminated person with a disability most often produces a discriminated family.

· Assistance to persons giving assistance to persons unable to represent themselves and/or requiring a human aid in terms of daily life.

	What kind of data (new information and knowledge) is needed to answer this question? Do we need statistics or experiences or practical examples?

	 We will essentially base our research on true experience of the people directly concerned and their families in situation.

Contacts will have to be namely established:

· Not only with persons living in cities and villages,

· But also living in the streets, in hospitals and in prisons, where it can be considered that most of them are victims of all kinds of maltreatments…

	What methods could we use to get this data? Do we need to analyse documents, conduct a survey, or interviews, or case studies? Are there any new methods that would be useful?

	 Interviews and case-studies, in contact or liaison with organisations such as:

· ATD-Quart-Monde,

· Emmaus,

· Secours Catholique & Caritas,

· CIMADE,

· Armée du Salut,

· Handicap International,

· CISS (Collectif inter-associatif sur la santé),

· AFVS (Association des familles victimes du saturnisme)…

	Where will we find the data? Who should we ask? How many people or examples should we look at? In which countries?

	As many people as possible.

In several countries from all parts representing the “spectrum” of the European Union, such as:

· Bulgaria,

· France,

· Italy (north & south),

· Sweden,

· UK…

	Who should be involved in the project and what can they contribute? Which organisations? Would it be useful to involve one or more Universities? Are there any businesses or NGOs or government agencies that should be involved as partners?

	· Disability organisations (organisations OF persons with disabilities and their families),

· Poverty organisations,

· Social protection and social cohesion sector,

· Municipalities,

· Public & private organisations dealing with social minima…

	What will we do with the results of the research? How will we communicate the findings at the end of the project? Do we need a conference, a project website, a report, a book…?

	Such a research, which is to be considered as an “Action-Research” (or research for action), should of course help establishing or reinforcing rules of equality and equal treatment inside all public policies. For the moment the income of those disabled people who are in France unable to have an employment are 25% lower (646 €/month) than the level of poverty (860 €).

Along others, the associations should establish new ways of presence to those who are particularly vulnerable, generally not during the working times (night and day, week-ends, 24/24 hours a day, 365 days a year…)

Establish concrete responses to concrete questions from those who never get the floor, never beneficiate to the same rights as the others, just because they have no access to a correct wording of the problems they meet.

Take care of people and their equal treatment versus the administrative re-organisation of some of the member states inside the fundamental right to free circulation and trans-regional/trans-national rights-transportability…


