Philippe Keraudren from the European Commission (EC), Directorate General (DG) Research had few words on 2 programmes of the seventh framework programme (FP7). Concerning Science and society, it means: enhancing the capacity building for research, and helping civil society actors to participate more in European Research. The European Commission is developing specific tools to integrate society. This is done in taking into account the problems acknowledged in October 2008: how to do new research, and to develop new practices that are to the point? How shall civil society be included in the EC work? This is not an easy issue. That is why DG Research took the decision to fund the EuRADE project. 
Disability is mentioned and is also a topic of the Work Programme 2011-2012: 2.5 millions euros will be allocated to research on disability. The Commission wants to enhance the participation of civil society into the practice of research. Its research is policy oriented, it is constitute by recommendations for policy makers. Working together with researcher and DPOs is not an easy issue for the Commission because traditionally they are not working on fields they are not studying (such as economy, sociology…) so there is still some conservatism. Philippe then underlined that the Commission has to work with persons like persons with disabilities in order to obtain concrete advice. But with the topic of disability there is a long list of things to do, it is difficult to choose one and to focus on it. Furthermore, the Commission wants to avoid topics that have already been defended. They need to have a discussion with regards to the choice of the subject in order to involve civil society and persons that are directly concerned by the subject of the research.
François Junique  (EC DG Information Society -INFSO): please consult the downloadable presentation included on the EuRADE Dissemination Seminar website’s page
Yannis Vardakastanis took the floor to tell that initiatives and progress have been done but not enough. The European communities are about to ratify the UN Convention and its protocol, applicable to all activities. Everyone has consequently to take alook at it from the human rights perspective. To the question of what the disability movement should do, Yannis answered in a clear way: it has to organise a very strong campaign both at European and national level to mainstream the issue of disability at a very high level. “We have to bring the issue of disability high on the agenda” did he state. Research can make the exercise of rights easier. It can make the life of people easier. We should work on the compulsory criteria approach for the next EP. Leaders on national and EU level should decide on this. Disability should be mainstreamed in all areas, it is a cross-cutting issue. We have to give and create opportunities for researchers to work closely with the academic institutions that can be very helpful to open up research for disability and disabled people. Progress has been achieved, a lot of initiatives have been taken and what has happened so far is the greatest support of mainstream disability in research. To define how the campaign should be organised to make this possible in another area has to be very high on our agenda, but now, we know that we have friends at the commission and academics. 
Mark Priestley welcomed all the contributions from an academic perspective. A brainstorming on how to involve, collaborate and represent DPOs is necessary. What we need to do is to build academic collaboration, networking because in a small field like disability it’s hard to mobilize actors quickly, to network and exchange…

His second point was about creativity. It is not always easy to see the disability angle but the opportunity is there. It’s up to researchers to interprete all these calls and programmes to make the argument of disability (example of ICT) but they have to find the arguments, they have to ask university to see whith whom they can work. He thinks that they are ready to do this.
