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REVIEW OF PARTICIPANTS EXPERIENCES, FEEDBACK & GOALS
At this stage, Pr. Mark Priestley went indepth into EuRADE activities’ review. The title of the project (EuRADE) has been defined on the basis of a yearly long collective reflexion. It came from the acknowledgement that funded research projects’ agenda setting has been dominated by academics. What happened with the EuRADE project is historic, as it represents a genuine opportunity for Disabled Peoples’ Organisations (DPOs) and their representatives to participate in this agenda setting. 
At the starting point, a central question has been asked: “what are the priorities of DPOs in European research for the next 5-10 years? An challenge for answering it was to set the balance between DPOs and academics. Conclusion hereby that the process should systematically include DPOs as real full and equal partners. 

Pr. Priestley then pointed at the Aims and focus slide and at the Activities slide of a ppt presentation made at the EuRADE dissemination seminar held in Brussels on June 16th 2009
.  
Talking about the initial consultation survey that  has been made with as a purpose to identify DPOs’ research priorities, Pirkko Mahlamäki (Secretary General Finnish Disability Forum and EuRADE project recipient) underlined that initially, the questionnaire was something new, and required kind of a breach to get people interested. 

Yannis Vardakastanis (EDF predisent), expressed that he felt that the disability movement is very open to collaboration with Universities. There are strong personalities on both sides, but he noticed that the EuRADE project was very well received from the beginning on. If this collaboration results in a real collaborative agenda setting, then it would be a great success. For this, he identifies two complementary levels: 

· Political : way DPOs’ research priorities are included at the place where decisions are taken
· Research area : need to make sure DPOs are considered as equal partners

Pr. Priestley then critically stated that it may have been also very usefull to target national research agendas. Remark about which Mr Vardakastanis underlined that we missed the reality that the research projects could also be funded by the structural funds at national level. 

Carlotta Besozzi agreed that this is something that needs to be reviewed and taken into account in further EDF disability research related activities. 
Time was then taken by Pr. Priestley to go through the priorities’ slide of the above cited presentation. Erzsebet Szollozi (EDF vice-president & member of the National Council of People with Disabilities in Hungary) then underlined that is very difficult to make a ranking of DPOs’ research priorities: for persons with disabilities, everything is important. Nevertheless, the mentioned “ranking” reflects that for them, the most important is to facilitate everyday life. 
All EuRADE project recipients then presented publicly their project outlines
. 

Yannis Vardakastanis then presented the plans to set up a research foundation dedicated to disability. It would be operational in November 2009. It is important for further DPOs’ capacity building to make sure that disability is included at all levels: advocacy, research, etc. If DPOs are successful in including research they will be really included since the beginning of the projects on. 

Erik Olsen (ENUSP Board Member and EuRADE project recipient) raised the issue of DPOs being used as to legitimize projects and then thrown away. “There is a need to get empowered and to build our capacity to defend ourselves” did he state. 

Pirkko Mahlamäki underlined that it uses a lot of time to get a piece of European legislation implemented, but that then, for the purpose of follow up, there is an information gap. Persons with disabilities seem to be invisible in terms of information and in terms of interest for this information. 
Leonor Lidon Heras (researcher at Fundosa Grupo & EuRADE project recipient) went further on this latest remark: “it is certainly due to a lack of confidence”. Looking for good partnership requires to find the methodological expertise that matches experience of persons with disabilities. 






� This presentation can be found on the Dissemination Seminar dedicated page on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurade.eu" �www.eurade.eu� website, under « news and events »: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurade.eu/news-events.asp" �http://www.eurade.eu/news-events.asp� 


� Project outlines’ summaries can be found on the Dissemination Seminar dedicated page on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurade.eu" �www.eurade.eu� website, under « news and events »: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurade.eu/news-events.asp" �http://www.eurade.eu/news-events.asp�. Full outlines are also available under the “resources” page on the same website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurade.eu/resources.asp" �http://www.eurade.eu/resources.asp�  







