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INTRODUCTION

During this introduction, Carlotta Besozzi – European Disability (EDF) director – underlined that this meeting is meant to be the last event of the EuRADE project activities. Representatives of the Leeds and Maastricht Universities are present as facilitators. It is first aimed at reviewing the activities done so far and at evaluating the work. Few activities are still on the go, namely:

· Support for project outlines’ further development

· Support for , and organization of meetings between EuRADE project recipients and academic research partners

· Identification of outputs for dissemination activities

· Check for related European funding opportunities

At an EU advocacy level, it is important to make sure that Disability is effectively mainstreamed in research funding. The University of Maastricht is currently working on the review of the different European Commissions FP7 work programmes. They already reviewed 2 of them. Other work programmes are expected to be published soon. In parallel, the EDF is meeting with FP7 officials with an aim to go through the disability related research priorities that have already been identified. 

A written statement of the project is to currently being drafted, and will be finalized along with the review work undergone by the Maastricht University. It is meant to be disseminated to targeted European policy makers and FP7 officials at the very end of the project, right after summer 2009. Currently, EDF is refining obstacles for Disabled Peoples’ Organizations’ involvement in European research. This statement will go through a consultation procedure with EDF members, as well as with EuRADE partners before being disseminated. 









