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Introduction 


One of the objectives of the EuRADE project is to “initiat[e] new research cooperative processes with European research teams within available funding opportunities”. In order to achieve this the EuRADE proposal foresaw that the project would, amongst others, “identify… new research collaborations on disability equality and non-discrimination which fall within the scope of FP7 and other relevant programmes” and “review … approved EC thematic areas work programmes for 2010 of FP7 in view of preparation of research topics”.

In light of the work done within the EuRADE project, the specific goals of the reviews of the FP7 work programmes are: 

1. To identify whether any current or upcoming calls allow for the possibility of funding the research proposals developed within EuRADE

2. To identify the “match” between FP7 calls and the research priorities of DPOs as identified in the EuRADE consultation survey

3. To identify the extent to which FP7 calls allow for the funding of disability related research

4. To identify the extent to which FP7 calls allow for / promote the involvement of DPOs in EC funded research – allows for participatory research.

5. To identify the room for campaigning to improve the “disability” dimension of future calls.

This task is being led by Maastricht University, in consultation with EDF and Leeds University.

1. Summary
This review demonstrates that the current SiS work programme does not allow for funding for any significant disability-specific research. Further, it shows that the important opportunities for mainstreaming disabilities throughout the topics in the programme have been missed, even when such mainstreaming could have been provided for in a simple and straightforward way (e.g. by including a reference to involvement of underrepresented communities, such as persons with disabilities, in the research, and the need to ensure the accessibility of the research / activities funded under SiS for persons with disabilities, etc). 

The future calls for proposals can be improved by “disability-proofing” the calls and using more explicit language that takes onboard disability concerns and allows for DPO involvement. The latter is made rather challenging under FP7 (including the current SiS work programme) as 100% funding is not provided for, which is a serious barrier for DPOs who have little capacity for co-funding. It is strongly recommended to take measures to facilitate the DPO involvement in FP8, by addressing funding issues.

2. Science in Society as a Research Priority within EuRADE
EuRADE participants developed seven research projects dealing with various issues of concern for DPOs. None of the projects could be funded under SiS work programme 2010. There is a potential that some of the work conducted under SiS in 2010 could lay the ground for future research that could (partly) address the EuRADE proposals: e.g. Legal Capacity and Human Rights by Fundosa Grupo (in the framework of the research on ethics), or Capacity of the Psychosocially Disabled’s Organisations by ENUSP (in the framework of Mobilisation and Mutual Learning Actions, as well as a horizontal strand).

Furthermore, the EuRADE consultation survey conducted in 2008 to determine the research priorities of DPOs and identify their existing research capacity convincingly demonstrates the disparity that currently exists between the research capacities and expertise of the DPOs and those of academic institutions. The former are often not well resourced to conduct their own research but, naturally, understand well the gaps in the disability research that need to be addressed
, whereas the latter, much better resourced, do not always understand the research priorities and needs of disabled people in civil society. 

The consultation survey therefore recommended provision of support for active participation of DPOs in research as full and equal partners and develop a user-led research agenda to promoted disability equality in all areas and at all levels of society (EuRADE consultation survey page 52). In this context, it is important to bear in mind that the central objective of SiS is ‘research that is responsive to the needs of the society’. Many calls in the work programme encourage the creation of consortia, networks, collaborative projects and exchange activities. If the current barriers that the DPOs experience in involvement in research (see Conclusion) are addressed, there could be a good potential for DPO participation in horizontal projects, which is one of chief findings of the EuRADE consultation survey (page 6).

3. Proposals for specific research calls which could be included in future SiS work programmes

In the domain of Science in Society, research is needed on how best to promote the involvement of DPOs in collaborative research projects. The current work programme addresses collaboration from the point of view of academic institutions (raising the universities’ research capacity, building networks with private partners, modernisation of universities, diffusions of research outcomes). A specific call could be included in a future Work Programme to explore the activities that ought to be conducted at the civil society (and more specifically, DPO) level to make it an equal partner in research.

The current work programme addresses two specific groups – women researchers and young people (both science students and young researchers) – and their place in science and research today. A future call could address barriers experienced by researchers with disabilities (or, more specifically, women researchers with disabilities, young science students with disabilities) and invite proposals on how to address these barriers. 

However, it must be stressed that the maximum benefit of the SiS domain for persons with disabilities can only be reached through steady mainstreaming of disability throughout all Action lines, Activities and Areas. Taking the Action Lines in the work programme 2010 as an example, the following should be considered: 

· Action Line 1 (a more dynamic governance of SiS relationship, focusing on building a structured way of collaborating on the SiS objectives): do the topics allow for collaboration with civil society organisations (focusing on organisations representing disadvantaged communities) as equal partners? Is funding provided for their effective participation? Are the topics worded in the way that welcomes and encourages DPO participation? Do the topics invite research broken down by disability (and other criteria, such as gender or economic status), when appropriate?
· Action Line 2 (strengthening potential, broadening horizons, focusing on gender and youth issues in research): do the topics invite research exploring the intersection of identities (gender and disability, disability and economic status, etc)?  
·  Action Line 3 (Science and Society communicate, focusing on actions to bring science and research closer to the European citizenry) are the communication activities accessible to all? Is a special budget provided to make it disability accessible? Are there calls exploring how to communicate science and research to persons with disabilities using the Information and Communication Technologies?

It is also recommended that the next work programme emphasises a general requirement of accessibility of projects funded under SiS to persons with disabilities. This would be in line with the EU policy of not funding the building of new (or maintaining old) barriers to the inclusion of people with disabilities in the society
.

4. General introduction to the Science in Society Work Programme and this Review

The Seventh Framework Programme for research and technological development (FP7) views the Science in Society (SiS) programme as a horizontal initiative to “stimulate, with a view to building an open, effective and democratic European knowledge-based associated research policies in the European social web” (p.3 of the work programme). This approach is in line with the 2020 Vision for the European Research Area
 that ties the success of the research to its responsiveness to the needs of the European society and their mutual interaction.

The 2010 SiS work programme is based on a number of key priorities identified by the Commission. These are:

· a greater research component;

· broader public engagement in science and research;

· more focused work on ethics;

· evaluating research quality;

· actions to modernise universities;

· actions to reinforce the science pedagogy; 

· focus on implementing structural change for greater involvement of women in research;

· stimulating the relationship between science and the arts.

As far as disability is concerned, Science in Society is is arguably one of the most important research domains for mainstreaming disability issues in the research agendas. At first glance, the objectives of the three Action Lines in the work programme 2010 – bringing key actors (including civil society organisations) together to work on common goals; to streamline the participation of underrepresented groups (women) and youth in research; and to make science accessible to the general public - all have a potential to include a disability dimension in them (although, arguably, none allows for disability-specific research). 

This review unwraps the priorities elaborated in the individual calls for proposals of the SiS work programme and compares them to the research proposals drafted by disabled people’s organisations (DPOs) in the framework of the EuRADE project and the EuRADE consultation survey 2008 that had as an objective determining the research priorities of DPOs. 
5. Structure of the Science in Society Work Programme

The 2010 work programme is built on the three general Action Lines: 

· a more dynamic governance of SiS relationship, that focuses on building a structured way of collaborating on the SiS objectives;

· strengthening potential, broadening horizons, that focuses on gender and youth issues in research; and 
· Science and Society communicate, that proposes actions to bring science and research closer to the European citizenry.  

The Action Lines consist of Activities, which are, in their turn, divided into Areas, within which the individual topics (calls) are found. In addition, one call (Mobilisation and Mutual Learning Action) belongs directly under Action Line 1, without being sub-categorised into an Activity. This presumably shows the horizontal impact of this topic on all sub-sections of Action Line 1.

The calls under each Action Line are either collaborative projects (small or medium-scale focused research projects, maximum EC contribution of EUR 1 500 000), coordination or support actions, or collaborative projects for specific cooperation actions dedicated to international cooperation (maximum EC contribution of EUR 2 000 000). Collaborative projects (either with or without the international dimension) are the main channel of distribution of the EU funding, whereas the coordination and support actions fund “side” initiatives (organisation of events, creation of a network) to support the execution of the general SiS objectives.

Each call presents a brief description of the topic (with the expected scope, content and outcome of the project), sets eligibility criteria for participants, proposes actions to be carried out and announces the budget and the maximum number of proposals to be funded under the call.

The individual calls and opportunities (used as well as missed) that they present for disability related research and suggestions for the future work programmes are explored below in the same order as they are presented in the Work Programme 2010.
6. ACTION LINE 1: a more dynamic governance of the Science and Society relationship
The overall objective under this Action Line is to mobilise “key actors from the fields of research, civil society, academia and government to collaborate in a deeper and more systematic way together on common SiS objectives” (page 6 of the work programme).   With this purpose in mind, the Commission established a series of proposals for future action under the First Action Line, addressing both structural and content issues. 

SiS-2010-1.0-1 Mobilisation and Mutual Learning Actions

This is a structural initiative for the establishment of consortia of different actors who would provide continuity to the SiS initiative by developing and implementing multi-annual Mobilisation and Mutual Learning Action Plans (MMLAP). The Action Plans would be aimed at promoting the key SiS objectives and findings of the previous SiS work programmes, as well as proposing innovative and earlier unexplored activities. The initiative plans to fund up to four proposals.

The topic lists six issues that could be addressed by the applicants. These are: the engagement of citizens and their organisations in research, ethics in science (including the social and economic science), gender perception in science, youth’s perception of and participation in science, communication between scientists and other actors, and evidence-based policy-making. This list is non-exhaustive. Issues can be addressed through a number of activities suggested by the Commission, such as capacity building through training and exchange of best practices, cross-fertilisation of scientific knowledge with other forms of knowledge, or dialogue between different MMLAP actors
. Many of these activities can serve as interesting entry points for DPOs wishing to participate in strengthening the capacity for participatory research, which is one of the objectives of the current topic (as well as a demand that the DPOs have voiced in the EuRADE consultation survey 2008 (p. 20 onward)). 

The call for proposals explicitly demands that a wide variety of participants should be included in the consortia, emphasising that “particular attention should be paid to including in the proposal organisations who may be relative newcomers in dealing with Science in Society issues, as well as civil society organisations. The proposals must ensure a balanced distribution of roles and responsibilities between the different types of participants. The budget should reflect this distribution and include financial support to permit the appropriate participation of all participants.”(p. 7 of the work programme). This demand, although not disability-specific, could be an important point of entry for DPOs wishing to highlight the research questions relevant to the disability movement, especially as the call invites the participants (such as DPOs!) not be discouraged from participation in the consortia on account of financial limitations. Indeed, the DPO participants of the EuRADE briefing seminar held on 21 January 2009 in Brussels highlighted the need for DPOs to receive 100% funding for their participation in FP7 projects, since they are unable to fund research work through their limited budgets, and therefore meet the co-funding requirement.

The possibility for 100% funding does not exist under FP7, but the Commission and Member States are invited to reflect on this possibility when drawing up FP8. 

Moreover, the work programme calls on Mobilisation and Mutual Learning Action Plans to examine “barriers to the participation of civil society and its organisations in research and possible means to overcome them” (p. 8). This issue has also been addressed within EuRADE, and more reflection on this issue is to be welcomed.

Activity 5.1.1 Better understanding of the place of science and technology in society

Area 5.1.1.1 Relationships between science, democracy and law

SiS-2010-1.1.1-1 The role of Ethics under EU policy and law: the EU as a global actor

This call deals with a dilemma often present in modern society: how to balance the scientific advances (and consequent economic prosperity) with ethical regulation of research. The call has a strong international dimension and encourages the involvement of appropriate international partners. The call states that one proposal will be funded.

This is a rather general call that cannot address disability specifically but is, nevertheless, potentially important for preparing the ground for possible future disability-specific research. The ethics discourse can be very relevant to disability-related research, and definitely more research is needed to establish how the EU – the world’s largest donor of overseas aid and one of the biggest players in the world’s economy and scientific progress – can contribute to the equitable regulation of scientific research that promotes the high EU ethical standards and drives the knowledge-based prosperity. It is recommended that future calls on this topic explore the high relevance of ethics to the disability discourse and the dilemmas arising from it. 

SiS-2010-1.1.1-2 The role of Ethics under EU policy and law: EU policy in the making

This calls deals with building the ethical expertise needed to address the ethical questions arising during the policy-making process. The call requires an “appropriate comparative perspective” in relation to the proposed research. The call envisages the funding of one project.

From the disability point of view, this could be an interesting research topic (although the call could have been more specific in highlighting the disability dimension). The disability community has often raised concerns that ethical questions on disability are being addressed by bodies that have no specific expertise or understanding of disability (or bodies viewing disability from its outdated medical angle), such as medical doctors, judges, social workers and others. At the same time, these authorities often have to answer very sensitive questions from the ethical point of view: e.g. on the life expectancy and presumed quality of life of a person with a disability; reproductive rights of persons with disabilities (in particular, sterilisation) or cochlear implants. 

Given that only one proposal is to be funded, it is unlikely that disability will be looked at specifically. It is however, recommended that whatever angle is taken, it must take into consideration the sensitive issue of ethical decisions in relation to disability. Should this be done, the results of the research can be used as the basis for further research on the topic proposed in the framework of EuRADE by Fundosa Grupo on legal capacity in human rights, which requires a great deal of ethical expertise.

Activity 5.1.2 Broader engagement to anticipate and clarify political, societal and ethical issues

SiS-2010-1.2.2-1 Action to investigate ethics capacity-building methodology

This action for a training scheme on ethics capacity building has an objective to identify training needs in the implementation of the FP7 ethical framework that are “directly linked to the implementation of the charter of fundamental rights, development cooperation of the EU as well as to the implementation of the internal market” (page 10 of the work programme). At the first glance, the linking of these three areas of EU competence specifically to the implementation of the FP7 seems random, and more detail would have been welcome. 

Nevertheless, the reference to the implementation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights (that has a very explicit disability component) is a useful point that that can be used to propose disability-specific research. It can be recommended that the evaluation of the proposals includes a disability dimension to ensure that the selected proposal mainstreams disability across the training scheme.

Activity 5.1.3 Strengthening and improving the European science system

Area 5.1.3.3 Encouraging the debate on information dissemination, including access to scientific results and the future of scientific publications, taking also into account measures to improve access by the public

SiS-2010-1.3.3-1 Assessing how research outputs at individual researcher level are evaluated and measured

The topic focuses on how research outputs at the level of individual researchers are measured and evaluated. In particularly, it invites researchers to analyse the current peer review system, study ways of measuring the productivity of researchers alternative to the number of publications and bibliometric factors and conceptualise new incentive schemes for researchers. The objective of the call is to improve and enhance the science system and ultimately contribute to the goals of the Lisbon agenda. 

The call requires an “appropriate comparative perspective” in relation to the proposed research and envisages that a maximum of three proposals will be funded.

The call does not have a specific disability dimension; it does, however, invite research exploring the ways in which the current system of career evaluation and performance measurement poses specific obstacles to women in research careers. It is suggested that this proposed activity should have been expanded to cover all underrepresented groups of researchers (that could include disabled researchers) who are faced with obstacles in research careers. 

Activity 5.1.4 The evolving role of universities

SiS-2010-1.4-1 Operational phase of the Data Collection Network on research-intensive universities providing full data-collection services

This initiative is a follow-up to a project to produce a complete census of Higher Education Institutions in Europe with a particular emphasis on research active universities. This second step foresees collection of more in-depth data on the research performance and other outreach activities of European universities that would allow their international benchmarking.

There is no disability dimension in this topic nor can one be suggested based on the provided information. 

SiS-2010-1.4-2 The role of universities in the process towards a knowledge-based society

This initiative aims to provide structural support to research universities to speed up the modernisation agenda of universities. The overall goal is to promote and support networking among universities and other knowledge-related entities. The call would fund up to five projects. 

Civil society organisations are explicitly mentioned as one of potential partners for universities to strengthen their links with. The EuRADE consultation survey 2008 notes that collaboration between universities and DPOs is mutually useful (provided that the latter are involved as equal partners) and can help to make the research agendas of the universities more responsive to the societal needs (which is also one of the objectives of the SiS domain). It is not, however, suggested that disability should have been explicitly mentioned in the topic.

SiS-2010-1.4-3 Study on the evolving role of universities in the production, diffusion and use of knowledge

This is a rather general study to develop mid- to long-term scenarios focusing on changes in the university landscape relating to the production, diffusion and use of knowledge, the role and governance of universities and their interaction with other research institutions.

There is no disability dimension in this topic nor can one be suggested based on the provided information. 

7. ACTION LINE 2: strengthening potential, broadening horizons

This Action Line has a strong mainstreaming dimension: it proposes activities to support women researchers in the advancement of their scientific career, collect statistics on the numbers of women researchers and make science an appealing subject for young people, while breaking stereotypes and reaching out to specific groups underrepresented in science education today (girls, ethnic minorities).

Activity 5.2.1 Gender and research

Area 5.2.1.1 Strengthening the role of women in scientific research and in scientific decision-making bodies

SiS-2010-2.1.1-1 Implementing structural change in research organisations/universities

This call is aimed to ensure continuity with the objectives of the previous SiS Work Programmes, which were “raising awareness and direct involvement of the main actors in the promotion of better employment practices and workplace culture and integration of equality and diversity” in the gender context. The research under this call is expected to develop multi-annual action plans to implement the best approaches to increase the participation and career advancement of women researchers, focusing on the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) and, possibly, other disciplines.

As an additional criterion, the call requires that a consortium of at least three independent entities from three Member States participate in the call. It is envisaged that a maximum of two proposals would be funded under this strand.

The call as it stands does not have an explicit disability angle. Disability could, however, be mainstreamed throughout other research questions, using the existing evidence about the double hardship that women with disabilities experience, compared to women without disabilities (or, indeed, men with disabilities), in employment and career. In this respect, the topic could have been improved if proposals exploring the situation of women researchers who also belong to other under-represented groups (disabled, ethnic minorities) had been explicitly invited.

However, a more important question in light of this call is the potential for a similar initiative to explore the role of persons with disabilities and DPOs in scientific research and strengthening their capacities. It is recommended that future calls in this Area include a specific disability dimension, while going beyond the STEM fields.

Area 5.2.1.3 Mainstreaming gender in Community research policy and programmes

SiS 2010-2.1.3-1 Women in Science: Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation

This calls aims to understand the situation of women in science in the Mediterranean region, taking into account cultural diversities and traditions and provide recommendations for policy makers. 

This is a call with a strong international dimension (entities from the Mediterranean Partner Countries must participate on an equal basis) that envisages the funding of one proposal.

Not having an explicit disability dimension, this topic misses an important opportunity to analyse the interesting angle of the situation of female researchers coming from disadvantaged groups and communities (such as women with disabilities). It is recommended that should the research on mainstreaming gender in Community research policy continue, the disability dimension is integrated into it. Still, for the current call, it is recommended that the research project funded under this call looks at the disability in a cross-cutting way (along the lines of recommendations for the call for “Implementing structural change in research organisations/universities”).

SiS-2010-2.1.3-2 She Figures 2012

The main deliverable of this call will be statistics, to be published in 2012, on the participation of women in science. This would be the fourth publication since 2006.

The call could have usefully referred to the situation of women researchers coming from particularly disadvantaged groups and communities (such as women with disabilities) but it does not do so. Within the framework of EuRADE, it is recommended that the survey takes that dimension into account.

Activity 5.2.2 Young People and science

Area 5.2.2.1 Supporting formal and informal science education in schools as well as through science centres and museums and other relevant means

SiS-2010-2.2.1-1 Supporting and coordinating actions on innovative methods in science education: teacher training on inquiry based teaching methods on a large scale in Europe

This call aims to support the development of effective forms of pedagogy to stimulate motivation for learning science in schools. It would particularly focus on promotion of European teachers’ networks. 

The call envisages funding of up to three proposals that must be presented by at least ten independent legal entities established in at least ten different Member States.

This call, being without a disability-specific angle, can serve as a useful first step in the research on science education reaching out to all groups of students. It is recommended that future calls explore the possibility of funding research on the specificities of teaching science to pupils with disabilities (physical and intellectual). Training on accessibility for inclusions of all pupils must be a visible component of such an initiative; otherwise the risk is that young people with disabilities will continue to be discouraged from taking up scientific careers as the result of inadequate presentation of the subject by the teachers.  

Area 5.2.2 Reinforcing links between science education and science careers

SiS-2010-2.2.2-1 Reinforcing links between science education and S&T careers in the private sector through reinforcing the partnership industry/education

This call aims to break down the existing stereotypes about science and make it interesting to a larger number of people, with a specific emphasis on girls, young people (girls and boys) from disadvantaged backgrounds and ethnic minority groups. The initiative should be based on the existing status quo and propose an action plan of joint activities to be implemented through pilot projects. 

The proposal envisages participation of at least three different entities from at least three Member States with the close involvement of a range of actors from at least ten Member States, including teachers, parents and young people themselves. 

Although the call does not explicitly mention disability, it does refer to “young people from disadvantaged groups” – the formulation that usually includes persons with disabilities (it would have been useful if the inclusion of persons with disabilities in this formulation had been explicit). It is therefore very desirable that the evaluation of the proposals include criteria for inclusion of disabled people in science education. 

The significant drawback of the call that might limit the participation of persons with disabilities in the initiative is the statement that the EC contribution should not exceed 50% of total eligible costs. Given the realities of the disability movement and individuals with disabilities, this limitation might seriously impede the involvement of youth with disabilities (especially those with special accessibility and/personal assistance requirements). As stated above, EuRADE project participants insisted that the DPO representatives can only participate in research if 100 % of their expenses are covered, as the DPOs have very limited self-funding capacity. It is strongly recommended that the Commission provides for a special budget to address this serious gap.

SiS-2010-2-2-202 Lindau Foundation event to bring together young researchers with distinguished scientists as role models

This call will cover the costs of participation of selected young people in the annual meeting organised by the Foundation Lindau with the Nobel Prize winners.

The objective of the event is to promote networking between distinguished scientists and aspiring young researchers and scientists and encourage the work of the latter. As this is the call that mainly addresses the logistics of participation (and will fund the participation of “selected” students/young researchers), the participation of young researchers with disabilities (who may experience additional difficulty in attending such an event because of the inaccessible environment or additional costs incurred due to disability, such as travelling with a personal assistant) should have been explicitly mentioned in the call.

Area 5.2.23 Research and coordination actions on new methods in science education

SiS-2010-2.2.3-1 Science curricula and their objectives: balancing the needs between training for future scientists and broader societal needs

The activities to be carried out under this call will compare the science and mathematics curricula in a number of the European schools with the actual objectives that have been set for the science education. 

The call will fund one proposal that must provide a comparative perspective in relation to the proposed research.

Disability is not mentioned in this topic that focuses on broader issues at this stage. It can however be explored whether an opportunity exists in the future to fund a study on the accessibility of science education to pupils with disabilities as one prerequisite for achieving inclusion and active participation in the democratic society (one of the stated objectives of the science and mathematics education). 

8. ACTION LINE 3: Science and Society communicate

Area 5.3.0.1 The provision of reliable and timely scientific information for the press and other media

This Action Line deals with making science and technology more ‘digestible’ for the general public and involving young researchers in the large-scale science events. It proposes to use conferences, museum exhibitions and award ceremonies to pass on the message.

SiS-2010-3.1.2-1 Conference on Science Media under the Spanish Presidency 2010

This conference will highlight the communication of European science and research and the key SiS issues at stake, focusing on the role of media in the emerging digital world.

From the disability perspective, it is imperative that the conference addresses eInclusion among other topics.  It would have been useful if this had explicitly been made one of key priorities of the conference. The digitalisation of the media has brought many new opportunities for persons with disabilities but has also (unintentionally) created a number of barriers. Combined with the barriers experienced by persons with disabilities in access to research (as demonstrated in the EuRADE consultation survey 2008), many persons with disabilities are in danger of not benefiting from the scientific progress and of not being able to contribute to it. 

Area 5.3.0.3 Encouraging a European Dimension at science events targeting the public

SiS-2010-3.0.301 Science and the Arts: an experimental approach

The aim of the topic is to link science and/or technology and/or mathematics with artistic expression in order to highlight both creative aspects and science achievements. Applicants have to submit a plan for interactive activities (such as visual representations, drama, experimental design, etc) engaging the general public as participants. The nature of the target audience must be clearly identified taking into account any gender and socio-economic issues.

The Commission will fund a maximum of two proposals that must be submitted by consortia of at least three entities in at least three different Member States.

Although the disability angle is not mentioned in the call, this initiative could be beneficial to persons with disabilities if it integrates an eAccessibility aspect in its activities. The EuRADE consultation survey of 2008 revealed that ‘research to promote the development of information and communication systems, resources and products inclusive of and accessible to disabled people’ is one of the priorities of the disability movement, and an activity involving persons with various disabilities in, for example, using technology and assistive devices to produce creative works, could be considered under this call.

Given the persistent inaccessibility of the mainstream cultural and scientific activities and events to persons with disabilities, the call should have made it explicit that the applicants must commit to accessibility of their activities funded by this call.

SiS-2010-3.0.3-2 Euroscience Open Forum 2010

The biennial meeting dedicated to scientific research and innovation will be held in Italy in 2010. The upcoming event will pay special attention to emerging trends in science and related cultural, ethical and societal issues. A grant will be offered to ensure that it will have the widest possible appeal to policy-makers, business people, teachers, students, journalists and citizens.

The call also states that “special attention will be paid to facilitate the participation of students and the public”. It is suggested that the persons (especially, young) with disabilities should have been included in this list. It must be borne in mind that participants with disabilities might have special accessibility and personal assistance requirements for participation in the event, and this should be taken into account in the conference budget. 

In terms of content of the future event, it may be appropriate, given the central importance of assistive technologies to daily lives of many people with disabilities, to include topics relevant to science and disability (such as using technology to improve accessibility for persons with disabilities) in the conference agenda. 

Area 4.3.0.5 – Promoting excellent trans-national research and science communication by the means of popular prizes

SiS-2010-3.0.5-1 European Union Contest for Young Scientists (EUCYS) 2010

The event held in Portugal brings together winners of national contests for pre-university science projects. It provides additional stimulus to young people who have already demonstrated that they are applying science to solve problems. 

This call could have gone further in encouraging the organisers to target young scientists with disabilities to participate. i.e. by covering costs relating to accessibility of event.

9. Strategic activities

SiS-2010-4.0.0-1 Studies to assist the European Research Area Board

This topic will include studies to be carried out in 2010 in order to assist ERAB in its work on key issues identified for discussion in the Roadmap for ERAB’s work in 2010.

Not having more details on the content of the ERAB’s Roadmap mentioned above, the only disability-relevant angle is that of accessibility. The up to three winning contracts for this topic will be established through a public procurement procedure, and the Commission is invited to use disability accessibility criteria in the evaluation of the proposals.

SiS-2010-4.0.0-2 European Research Area Board Conference under the Spanish Presidency

The event, to be held in Spain, will bring together the European Research Area Board (ERAB) and the most important actors of the European Research Area in order to discuss the Strategic Views towards 2030 prepared by ERAB. In addition, a good proportion of PhD students and PhD holders, as well as young researchers, will be invited to participate. 

Not having more details on the content or directions of the Strategic Views mentioned above, it is impossible to determine with certainty whether explicit inclusion of a disability dimension would be appropriate in this topic. As with the calls above, accessibility of the event to participants with disabilities including pro-active targeting of disabled researchers who may be discouraged from participating, if a special budget is not provided for, is yet again an important point that should have been mentioned in the topic. 

SiS-2010-4.0.0-3 Supporting specific tasks of the network of Science in Society National Contact Points

National Contact Points (NCP) have been organised by the EUROSIS project into a network in order to support the implementation of the SiS programme. This topic will build upon the functions of EUROSIS to mobilise the network to support in particular the priorities of the work programmes in 2010 and 2011. Only officially nominated NCPs can apply and be part of the project network. One project will be funded by the Commission and it should hopefully improve NCP service across Europe, therefore helping to simplify and improve access to SiS calls, and lowering the entry barriers for newcomers.

From the disability point of view, it is important that the NCPs presenting themselves for participation are disability-friendly and accessible (both their infrastructure and content of their work). This could have been mentioned in the call. In any case, it is strongly recommended that the Commission includes compulsory accessibility criteria for the future calls of this nature (i.e setting up intra-Community networks and coordination centres).

SiS-2010-4.0.0-4 Ex-Post and ex-ante impact assessments of Science in Society Actions

This topic comprises a study to be carried out in 2010 on the impact assessment of actions financed under SiS programme under FP6 and FP7 so far, as well as the impact assessment for SiS actions for the rest of FP7 and actions under a possible FP8. The study will provide key information on the results and impact of the SiS projects and help prepare future calls. 

To the disability movement, it is obviously important that the relevance of the assessed work to the lives of persons with disabilities is measured, and that more disability-relevant projects are proposed in the future. Although it is understandable that, this being a general call, disability (or any other criteria) are not included, it is recommended that the call under a public procurement procedure include a reference to the conclusions of EuRADE project. 

10. Conclusion

A number of conclusions and recommendations for future work programmes have derived from the exercise of putting the SiS work programme 2010 through the disability prism:

( Only one or two projects where disability could be addressed specifically (topics that refer to the implementation of the EU Fundamental Rights Charter or to the targeting/involvement of the disadvantaged communities) could possibility be funded under the work programme, although in none of the calls is the disability dimension particularly visible or explicitly welcoming. None of the seven research proposals drafted by the DPO participants of EuRADE project can realistically be funded under this work programme.

It is recommended that future work programmes develop a more pronounced disability angle, in parallel to the gender dimension that is quite visible on the 2010 programme.

( A number of calls could allow for mainstreaming of disability in the proposals, although it is obvious in only a handful of topics. Good opportunities have been missed by not addressing, for example, the disability/accessibility aspect in the project on science pedagogy (page 20 of the work programme) or referring to youth with disabilities in the many calls addressing young people. 

It is suggested that the future calls make disability mainstreaming an explicit priority and always refer to the accessibility of the proposals to persons with disabilities, inclusion of persons with disabilities in the research and dissemination of the research outcomes via accessible media.

( When participation of DPOs is possible in the current calls, it is often impeded by the fact that 100% funding is not offered. In reality, this limitation is a serious discouragement for the DPO involvement. It is strongly recommended that the participation of DPOs (and, indeed, civil society organisations) is backed by the realistic budget that provides for 100% funding.
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� The DPO participants of the EuRADE consultation survey provided a total of 115 priorities or examples of possible future research themes in areas such as education, non-discrimination and human rights, independent living, accessibility, bioethics, sexuality and reproductive rights, and disabled children and youth.


� This principle was affirmed in Council Regulation 1083/2006 laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund (cf Article 16 of the Regulation).


� Adopted by the Competitiveness Council of the EU on 1-2 December 2008. 


� Cf page 7 of the 2010 work programme for full list of proposed activities.
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