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WHERE YOUR FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES ARE COMING FROM: FP7
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The main instruments for funding research in Europe are the so called framework programmes (FP) which are implemented by the European Commission, and support research in selected priority areas. They last 7 years. We are currently in the Seventh European Research Framework Programme (FP7) 
, which covers the 2007-2013 period for a total budget of 56,3 Billion Euros. 

The FP7 is cut down into 4 core programmes: 1° Cooperation, 2° Ideas 3° People 4° Capacities. A fifth one is specifically dedicated to Nuclear research. From these 4 core programmes, the “Cooperation programme”
, receives 60% of the budget. It is aimed at being both driven by industry and at providing support to industry. It is worth noting in this respect that, for the European Commission, the concept of “industry” includes NGOs, among which are DPOs. The programme provides funding for  the whole range of research activities which are carried out through trans-national cooperation; from collaborative projects and networks to coordinated national research programmes. 
The objective of the specific “Ideas”
 programme is to develop high-level frontier research at a European level, building on excellence in Europe and raising its profile at the international level. It enhances the dynamic character, creativity and excellence of European research.
The “People”
 programme is meant to offer individuals the opportunity to follow a career in research. European researchers are encouraged to stay in Europe whilst at the same time the best researchers in the world should be attracted by European research excellence, infrastructures and funding.
Finally, the “Capacities”
 programme aims at supporting regional research-driven clusters while at the same time unlocking the research potential in the EU’s convergence and outermost regions.
Each of the FP7 core programmes is further cut down into specific research themes. Each theme is meant to be operationally autonomous, but aims to maintain coherence within the related core programme, and allowing for joint activities cutting across different themes, through, for example, joint calls. 

Within the FP7, there are different types of project: 

· Collaborative Projects (CPs)

They are ambitious, large scale objective driven research Integrated Projects (IPs)
· Specific Targeted Research Project (STREPs): 
They are objective driven, and more limited in scope than Integrated projects
· Specific International Cooperation Action (SICAs): 
These are Research and Development projects with developing countries or emerging economies (ICPC)

· Networks of Excellence (NoEs)

They are meant as instruments to overcome the fragmentation of the European research landscape in a given area

· Coordination Action (CAs)

They are designed for the coordination of research activities: events, studies, expert groups, etc.
· Specific Support Action (SSAs)

They are designed to underpin the implementation of FP7, and are meant to support  research activities and policies through fact finding, feasibility studies, data dissemination, etc. 
YOUR PRIMARY TARGET: COOPERATION
As you have probably understood from the above mentioned short description, the Cooperation programme is your primary target: it is sub-divided into ten distinct themes. Each theme is operationally autonomous but aims to maintain coherence within the Cooperation programme and allow for joint activities cutting across different themes, through, for example, joint calls.
The 10 Cooperation Programme themes are: 1° Health, 2° Food, Agriculture, Fisheries and Bio, 3° ICT, 4° Nano, materials and production, 5° Energy, 6° Environment, 7° Transport, 8° Socio-economic sciences and humanities, 9° Security and 10° space. 
Note: Disability is due to be mainstreamed into European research, but some of the themes are very specific and do not (easily) allow for disability mainstreaming / disability related research (e.g.: the primary aim of the Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology research theme is to build a European Knowledge Based Bio-Economy), and are consequently let out of this note. 
HEALTH
 *Find a call*

The fourth Call in the Health Theme is due to be published on 30th July 2009.
As in the third Call, the fourth Call will include both 1- and 2- Stage applications
. The areas of research to be funded will vary from basic research through to translational
 research and the delivery of healthcare. Contact your National Contact Point for any queries relating to the upcoming work programme. More information on finding your National Contact Point (NCP) can be found at the end of this paper.
INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)
 *Find a call*

This is the largest thematic area in the Cooperation Programme with a budget of €9.1 billion. The ICT work programme is divided into 7 'challenges' of strategic interest to European society. In addition, research into Future and Emerging Technologies will be funded, as well as support for horizontal actions such as international cooperation. Contact your NCP. They can provide up-to-date information on the ICT thematic area. 
NANOSCIENCES, NANOTECHNOLOGIES, MATERIALS & NEW PRODUCTION PROCESSES (NMP)
 *Find a call*

The aim of research funded under this theme is to make Europe more competitive and manage the transfer from a resource-intensive to a knowledge-intensive industry. Within this theme, issues surrounding topics such as the environment, health, economic growth and sustainability are becoming more prominent. Member States have allocated a total budget of €3.5 for this strand for the duration of FP7. Four key areas have been prioritized: 

· Increase and support the take-up of knowledge generated in Nanoscience and Nanotechnology across all sectors of industry

· Using the knowledge of nanotechnologies and biotechnologies to develop new products and processes

· Create conditions for continuously innovative production capabilities to help achieve global market leadership

· The integration of technologies used during industrial applications, with a focus on activity that addresses the needs identified by the various European Technology Platforms
As for all the other themes, NMP activities are financed following the publication of “Calls for Proposals”, for which you can submit applications. July 30th 2009 is the expected date for the release of the next NMP call with a budget of €200m and targeting 20 topics. 

TRANSPORT (Including Aeronautics)
 *Find a call*
The main objective of the transport research theme is to develop “greener”, safer and smarter pan-European transport systems in order to increase the competitiveness of European industries on the global stage and respect the environment in terms of climate change. The European Union has earmarked €4.1 billion for transport over the lifetime of the FP7. It includes 3 areas of research, of which 2 are primarily relevant to you (the third one is “support to the European Global Satellite Navigation System): 

· Aeronautics and Air Transport (reduction of emissions, work on engines and alternative fuels, air traffic management, safety aspects of air transport, environmentally efficient aviation)

· Sustainable Surface Transport – rail, road and waterborne (development of clean and efficient engines and power trains, reducing the impact of transport on climate change, intermodal regional and national transport, clean and safe vehicles, infrastructure construction and maintenance, integrative architectures).

The next call in Transport (including Aeronautics) will open on July 30th 2009 and close January 14th 2010. A draft Work Programme is available from your NCP for this thematic area.
SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCIENCES & HUMANITIES (SSH)
 *Find a call*
Given the cross-cutting relevance of this research theme for Disability Research, this part will provide you with more detailed information. 

What SSH is

A dedicated stream of over 1.7 billion euro funding for SSH is included in the FP7, in addition to the many cross-cutting opportunities for Social Science and Humanities researchers in other research areas of FP7 such as Health or ICT. It focuses on the non-technological challenges Europe is facing, such as economic competitiveness, social cohesion, the role of Europe in the world and citizenship in Europe. Disability research can hereby easily be mainstreamed. 

The aim is to gain a better understanding of the complex challenges facing Europe, as well as to provide for more informed European policy decisions, through an annual call of specificied (top-down) research topics. Collaborative applications from international networks of usually a minimum of three partner countries, are invited under these specified research topics.
The annual SSH work programme (WP in the table above) with calls for applications is generally published in August / September, with call deadlines in the following December/ January.
The SSH work programme is divided into eight activities. Each of these eight activities relate to research areas and specific research topics. Proposals are invited at the level of the research topic. The topics change with each work programme however the activities are set for the duration of FP7 2007 – 2013.

How to apply within SSH?

Step 1: Consult the SSH work programme *find the SSH work programme*
To prepare your proposal for submission, you need to consult several documents. Note that instructions have to be followed carefully. The first step is to consult the SSH work programme, which can be downloaded from the Cordis Website as of July 30th 2009. 
This will enable you to check whether your project idea might match the scientific topic and funding scheme open in the call. If this is the case, you should download and read the other documents. Any specific conditions for the SSH theme, for specific topics and as well as for the different funding schemes are also set out in the SSH work programme and its annexes. 

Step 2: Follow the guide for applicants
Provided that the idea matches a topic in the work programme and the funding scheme indicated for this topic, the relevant guide for applicants needs to be followed. (Note: There is one guide for each funding scheme).

Special attention needs to be given to page limits of the different sections of the proposal as additional pages will be disregarded during evaluation. Proposals must describe planned activities, provide information on who will carry them out, and specify how much they will cost. 

Step 3: Submit your proposal

Proposals must be submitted electronically using a special web based service called the Electronic Proposal Submission System (EPSS) before a strictly enforced deadline. The proposed project coordinator is strongly advise to register on this website well in advance of the due date and familiarise themselves with the online submission system.

A dedicated Helpdesk or support service is also available for EPSS by email: support@epss-fp7.org, or by phone +32 2233 3760

SSH Proposal Evaluation 

Your proposal will have to pass several steps successfully to be considered for funding. Only eligible proposals will go to scientific evaluation. A proposal will only be considered eligible if it meets all of the following conditions: 

· It is received by the Commission before the deadline given in the call text

· It involves at least the minimum number of participants for the distinct funding scheme as given in the call text

· It is complete: included both the requested administrative forms (PartA) and scientific proposal description (PartB)

· The content of the proposal is clearly related to the topic and the right funding scheme has been used, taking into account including any special conditions, set out in those parts of the relevant SSH work programme
The evaluation process is by peer review and will be carried out by a panel of external independent experts
 (at least 3 per proposal). Following the evaluation, applicants will be informed of the outcome. Applicants of highly ranked proposals may be invited by the Commission to negociate a grant agreement leading to an EU financial contribution, depending on the budget. 
GET SUPPORT: REACH YOUR RELEVANT NATIONAL CONTACT POINT 
The National Contact Point (NCP) network is the main provider of advice and individual assistance in all Member States and Associated States. It is absolutely essential you contact them in order to get tailored assistance in your attempts to find concrete funding opportunities. The earlier you contact them, the better, even if specific calls have not been issued. 
Since NCPs are appointed for each of the areas of FP7, when seeking support you should contact the NCP relevant to your area of interest. 
A dedicated service is provided by the european CORDIS website to easily find the contact details of the designated National Contact Points for your country: 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ncp_en.html
Link to: � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/pdf/fp7-inbrief_en.pdf" ��European Commission’s document: 


“FP7 Fact Sheets”�


It will help you answering the following general questions:  


1° What is FP7?


2° What is its budget?


3° What is its overall duration?


4° Which research areas does it cover?


5° How will citizens, researchers, industry and SMEs benefit from FP7?


6° Where can I find more information about European research? 


� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/pdf/fp7-inbrief_en.pdf" �http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/pdf/fp7-inbrief_en.pdf�





The SSH 8 research activities


1° Growth, employment and competitiveness in a knowledge society


2° Combining economic, social and environmental objectives in a European perspective: 


3° Major trends in society and their implications


4° Europe in the world


5° The citizen in the European Union


6° Socio-economic and scientific indicators


7° Foresight activities


8° Strategic activities





EVALUATION CRITERIA


“Cooperation” Programme


1°Scientific and or/technological excellence


2° The quality and efficiency of the implementation and management


3° The potential impact though the development, dissemination and use of project results?











� Complete debrief about the FP7: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html� 


� Complete debrief about FP7 cooperation programme: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/cooperation/home_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/cooperation/home_en.html� 


� Complete debrief about FP7 Ideas programme: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ideas/home_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ideas/home_en.html�   


� Complete debrief about FP7 People programme: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/people/home_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/people/home_en.html�  


� Complete debrief about the FP7 Capacities programme: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/capacities/home_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/capacities/home_en.html� 


� Dedicated FP7 Health website: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/health/home_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/health/home_en.html� 


� Health calls: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7ActivityCallsPage&id_activity=1" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7ActivityCallsPage&id_activity=1� 


� Definition: Where a call for proposals specifies a two-stage submission procedure, only those proposals that pass the evaluation criteria for the first stage will be requested to submit a complete proposal in the second stage.


� Definition: to improve human health, scientific discoveries must be translated into practical applications.


� Dedicated FP7 ICT website : � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/� 


� ICT calls: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7ActivityCallsPage&id_activity=3" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7ActivityCallsPage&id_activity=3� 


� Dedicated FP7 NMP website : � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/cooperation/nanotechnology_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/cooperation/nanotechnology_en.html� 


� NMP calls: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7ActivityCallsPage&id_activity=4" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7ActivityCallsPage&id_activity=4� 


� Dedicated FP7 Transport website: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/transport/home_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/transport/home_en.html� 


� Dedicated FP7 SSH website : � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ssh/home_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ssh/home_en.html� 


� List of FP7 expert evaluators 2007-2008: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/experts_en.html" �http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/experts_en.html� 







