EMANCIPATORY RESEARCH?

Six questions to ask yourself

1. Is the research agenda based on a social model of disability?

2. Does the researcher have a commitment to disabled people’s self-empowerment?

3. Will the research contribute to this, or to the removal of disabling barriers?

4. Will the research be accountable to disabled people and their organisations?

5. Will the research give voice to both the individual and shared experiences of disabled people?

6. Will the choice of research methods be determined by the needs of the participants?

EMANCIPATORY RESEARCH?

Some ethical dilemmas

1. Tension between surrendering control and maintaining personal and academic integrity as a researcher

2. Accepting our expertise as researchers whilst accepting participants’ expertise as knowers

3. The problem of collectivising analysis within a politicised framework that may not be part of the participants’ own world view

4. Balancing longer term gains in the wider context against tangible gains for research participants in the short term.

