Some Different Types of Research Question

 

Norman Blaikie (2000) 'What, why and how questions'.  He says all research questions are reducible to these.

 

Jennifer Mason (1996) ‘Intellectual puzzles’.

(Note: the following are not mutually exclusive – only ideas)
Descriptive questions: what is happening in the social world? What kinds of X exist? What do people think about Y?
 

Developmental questions: how did this social phenomenon develop? Why did it emerge?
 

Causal questions: what caused a social phenomenon?  What effect has a social phenomenon had?  What influence does X have on Y?

 

Mechanical questions: how does a social phenomenon work/operate?  How can it be explained? Why does it work in this way?

 

Predictive questions: what is the likely outcome of X or Y?

 

Comparative questions: how similar are X and Y?  How can similarities and differences be explained? Why does X differ from Y?
Evaluative questions: How good is X? How effective is Y? What is the best way to…?
 

Hypotheses: statements designed to be tested and can incorporate any of the above elements.

 

 

NB: Different kinds of questions will suggest different research designs and research strategies - make sure you are clear what kinds of questions you are asking.

