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· Objectivity

· The political position of the researcher

· Social relations of power

· Participatory action research

· ‘Emancipatory’ research?

Violation and irrelevance?

As disabled people have increasingly analysed their segregation, inequality and poverty in terms of discrimination and oppression, research has been seen as part of the problem rather than part of the solution… Disabled people have come to see research as a violation of their experience, as irrelevant to their needs and as failing to improve their material circumstances and quality of life.

(Oliver 1992: 105)
Parasite People?

Long before publication of their research findings…it was clear that we, the residents, had been conned.  It was clear to us that [the researchers] were definitely not on our side.  They were not really on the side of the staff either…They were in fact basically on their own side, that is the side of supposedly ‘detached’, ‘balanced’, ‘unbiased’ social scientists, concerned above all with presenting themselves to the powers-that-be as indispensable Thus the fundamental relationship between them and the residents was that of exploiters and exploited.

(Hunt 1981: 38)

The starting point for many service users' view of research is as part of a structure of discrimination and oppression; an activity which is both intrusive and disempowering in its own right and which serves the damaging and oppressive purposes of a service system over which they can exert little or no influence or control.

(Beresford 1999)
What’s the problem?

· Dominance of positivist and interpretive paradigms?

· Appropriation of the role of ‘expert’ and ‘knower’?

· Gaze and power-knowledge relationships?

· Falsely-premised claims to ‘objectivity’ and ‘detachment’? (in a context of oppression)

Whose side are we on?

(Becker)
At whose disposal?

Emancipatory research is about the demystification of the structures and processes which create disability,and the establishment of a workable dialogue between the research community and disabled people. To do this researchers must put their knowledge and skills at the disposal of disabled people. They do not have to have impairments themselves to do this.

(Barnes, 1992: 12
Research as production

…it is to what can only be called the social relations of research production that the failures of such research can be attributed, and indeed, it is to these very social relations that attention must be focused if research, in whatever area, is to become more useful and relevant in the future than it has been in the past.

(Oliver 1992: 102)
Participation

Simply increasing participation and involvement will never by itself constitute emancipatory research unless and until it is disabled people themselves who are controlling the research and deciding who should be involved and how.

(Zarb 1992: 128)
Some Difficulties

· Loss of control and academic integrity

· Whose expertise? 

· Whose model of disability? 

· Short term and long term benefits

The Role of the Researcher

· Parasites

· Pawns

· Partners

· Producers

Emancipatory Research?
(six challenges)

1. Is the research agenda based on a social model of disability? 

2. Do the researchers have a commitment to disabled people’s self-empowerment? 

3. How will the research contribute to this, or to the removal of disabling barriers?
4. How will the research be accountable to disabled people? 

5. Will the research give voice to the individual and shared experiences of disabled people? 

6. Will the research methods be shaped by the needs of the participants?

Ideas for Research?

· What are the priorities for research?

· …for researchers?

· …for disabled people?

· How can disabled people become more involved in the research process?

· What are your own research interests?
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